Experience with providing drugs for seniors in Canada.
The provincial and territorial governments in Canada are responsible for the provision of health care to all Canadians and, as part of this mandate, they provide drug coverage to all hospitalized patients regardless of age, and to seniors and patients with certain diagnoses, dependent on some forms of means testing. The federal government is responsible for regulation and setting standards for health care. It provides financial subsidies to the provincial programs as well as direct funding for specific groups of individuals. This article reviews the roles of each level of government in the provision of pharmaceuticals to seniors in Canada.